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WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/SHARING THE PEACE 
 

OPENING WORDS/CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. Jesus proclaims, “You are 

the light of the world.” Thanks be to God.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins before God, our help in times of trouble. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Almighty God, we have asked for your righteous judgment 

against others, but we have not acknowledged the sin in our own 

lives. We have worshiped you with our lips, but have dishonored 

you with our actions. We have prayed for you to end the 

suffering in our world, yet we have not practiced compassion 

and generosity toward others. Our religion has become the 

source of quarreling rather than a testimony to your grace. 

Forgive our self-righteousness and give us integrity of heart, 

that we may shine forth the light of your salvation, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. In mercy God forgives us our sin and 

grants us genuine repentance through the grace and power of the 

Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

HYMN: 673 God, Whose Almighty Word 
 

GREETING (p. 203) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



KYRIE (p. 138)

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (p. 140) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Holy God, you gave the law to show your people the way of 

righteousness. Help us receive your commandments as grace 

and live as your obedient children that your goodness may shine 



through us, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC: St. Paul’s Choir “Grace” 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 (CEB) 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people 

were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds 

them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting 

that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering 

the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 1 Shout loudly; don’t hold back; 

    raise your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their crime, 

    to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 They seek me day after day, 

    desiring knowledge of my ways 

    like a nation that acted righteously, 

    that didn’t abandon their God. 

They ask me for righteous judgments, 

    wanting to be close to God. 
3 “Why do we fast and you don’t see; 

    why afflict ourselves and you don’t notice?” 

Yet on your fast day you do whatever you want, 

    and oppress all your workers. 
4 You quarrel and brawl, and then you fast; 

    you hit each other violently with your fists. 

You shouldn’t fast as you are doing today 

    if you want to make your voice heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I choose, 

    a day of self-affliction, 

    of bending one’s head like a reed 

    and of lying down in mourning clothing and ashes? 

    Is this what you call a fast, 

        a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6 Isn’t this the fast I choose: 

    releasing wicked restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, 



    setting free the mistreated, 

    and breaking every yoke? 
7 Isn’t it sharing your bread with the hungry 

    and bringing the homeless poor into your house, 

    covering the naked when you see them, 

    and not hiding from your own family? 
8 Then your light will break out like the dawn, 

    and you will be healed quickly. 

Your own righteousness will walk before you, 

    and the Lord’s glory will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 

    you will cry for help, and God will say, “I’m here.” 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 

    the finger-pointing, the wicked speech; 
10     if you open your heart to the hungry, 

    and provide abundantly for those who are afflicted, 

    your light will shine in the darkness, 

    and your gloom will be like the noon. 
11 The Lord will guide you continually 

    and provide for you, even in parched places. 

    He will rescue your bones. 

You will be like a watered garden, 

    like a spring of water that won’t run dry. 
12 They will rebuild ancient ruins on your account; 

    the foundations of generations past you will restore. 

You will be called Mender of Broken Walls, 

    Restorer of Livable Streets. 

Psalm: Psalm 112:1-10 

 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 



  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 6 For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 

stands fast forever; 

   they will hold up their head with honor. 

 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their 

teeth and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 (CEB) 

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human 

philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden 

wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 

involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation 

in the cross. 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I didn’t come preaching 

God’s secrets to you like I was an expert in speech or wisdom. 2 I 

had made up my mind not to think about anything while I was with 

you except Jesus Christ, and to preach him as crucified. 3 I stood in 

front of you with weakness, fear, and a lot of shaking. 4 My 

message and my preaching weren’t presented with convincing wise 

words but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 5 I did 

this so that your faith might not depend on the wisdom of people 

but on the power of God. 
6 What we say is wisdom to people who are mature. It isn’t a 

wisdom that comes from the present day or from today’s leaders 

who are being reduced to nothing. 7 We talk about God’s wisdom, 

which has been hidden as a secret. God determined this wisdom in 

advance, before time began, for our glory. 8 It is a wisdom that 



none of the present-day rulers have understood, because if they did 

understand it, they would never have crucified the Lord of 

glory! 9 But this is precisely what is written: God has prepared 

things for those who love him that no eye has seen, or ear has 

heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind of any human being. 10 God 

has revealed these things to us through the Spirit. The Spirit 

searches everything, including the depths of God. 11 Who knows a 

person’s depths except their own spirit that lives in them? In the 

same way, no one has known the depths of God except God’s 

Spirit. 12 We haven’t received the world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so 

that we can know the things given to us by God. 13 These are the 

things we are talking about—not with words taught by human 

wisdom but with words taught by the Spirit—we are interpreting 

spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 But people who are 

unspiritual don’t accept the things from God’s Spirit. They are 

foolishness to them and can’t be understood, because they can only 

be comprehended in a spiritual way. 15 Spiritual people 

comprehend everything, but they themselves aren’t understood by 

anyone. 16 Who has known the mind of the Lord, who will advise 

him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
Before: The holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 (CEB) 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be 

the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works 

and keeping God’s commandments. 



[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its 

saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s good for nothing 

except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. 14 You 

are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be 

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. 

Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who 

are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 

people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your 

Father who is in heaven. 

17 “Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the 

Law and the Prophets. I haven’t come to do away with them but to 

fulfill them. 18 I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven 

and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest 

stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until everything there 

becomes a reality. 19 Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of 

these commands and teaches others to do the same will be called 

the lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these 

commands and teaches people to keep them will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20 I say to you that unless your 

righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts 

and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

After: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Sunday School “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, 

Joy” 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

SERMON  
 

HYMN: 677 This Little Light of Mine 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (p. 105) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 



ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Each petition concludes: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERING  

Like a spring whose waters never fail, God calls us to share what 

we have received. Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

Offering Song: #186 Create in Me a Clean Heart  

Offering Prayer: Loving God, we give thanks for all you have 

given to us and praise you for your astounding goodness. 

Receive the dedication of our hearts, minds, and bodies for the 

ministry of your church. Bless our offering for the work of 

your kingdom, and give us wisdom for the right use of all you 

have provided, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 145) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Now Christ, the true light, shine upon you, that you may walk in 

righteousness all your days. Amen. 
 

HYMN: 534 Savior, Again to Your Dear Name 
 

CHARGE 

Jesus said, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Thanks 

be to God. 

 

 



SUNDAY BULLETIN 
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Crookston, MN 

 

February 8th,  2026 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah 

declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread 

with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage 

from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his 

followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through 

baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 

 

 

For those who need healing in body, mind, or spirit: 

Julie Love Eunice Sondrol Judy Luettjohann 

Darleen Jackson Katie Bakken Julian Bertils  

Marlo Moren Evie Gunderson Nancy Eia 

Mike Ophus Loiland family Dale Knotek 

Nash Erdman Barb Erdman Mark Peterson 

Lenny Devos Glorrayne Casmey Lucile Torkelson 

Delores Sandager Carol Chaffee Kari L Trudeau 

Stuart Hanson Bev Montieth Trevin Monahan 

Dale Anderson Family of Dale Cameron 

  

For our missionaries: Steve & Kelly Solheim  

  City of Joy Rwanda 
 

For our servicemen: Brandon Johnson D.J. Brace 
 

Please keep them in your prayers this week. 
 

If you have prayer requests, please contact the church office at 

218 281-3638 or our prayer chain coordinator, Marian Bakken: 

(h) 218-281-1584, (c) 218-275-3143,  marianbakken@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST 

mailto:marianbakken@gmail.com


 

 

To bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people 
1214 University Avenue – Crookston, Minnesota 56716 

Website:stpaulscrookstonmn.com 

facebook.com/stpaulscrookstonmn 

Phone: 218-281-3638 Email: stpauls@midconetwork.com 

Ministers                                                            St. Paul’s members 

Council President Anna Peterson 

Pastor Rev. Curt Peterson 

Organist Mary Ann Knotek 

Webmaster Anna Peterson 

Treasurer Betty Arvidson 

Financial Secretary Kathie Barnes 

Custodian Marilyn Flateland 

Administrative Assistant Tammy Frohlich 

 

 THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING TODAY! 

Ushers                                                               Bruce and Betty Arvidson  

Scripture Reader  Betty Arvidson  

Acolyte  

Altar Guild                                     Ingrid Remick 

Offering Counters Kathie Barnes and Bruce Arvidson  

Livestream           Anna Peterson                            

Fellowship  

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERVICES TEAM    

Thank you, FEBURARY Worship Team, for your service 

support! Please sign up on the form posted on the bulletin board. 

Bruce and Betty Arvidson    Kathie Barnes        

Marlys Demarais         Punky and Carol Johnson  

Wayne Schenck            

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
 

 Exodus 24:12-18  Psalm 2 

 2 Peter 1:16-21  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Readings for February 15th, 2026         Transfiguration of Our Lord 

  

MISSION 

mailto:stpauls@midconetwork.com


    

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9am- 2pm 

Please leave a message after 2 pm on the answering 

machine/drop something in the mailbox (north side of 

building)/call ahead. Pastor Curt is usually in the building but 

may be out on other church business. Worship via Facebook:  

facebook.com/stpaulscrookstonmn 
  

Sunday, February 8 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
          8:45 am               Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

        10:00 am           Worship  

        11:00 am   Annual Meeting 

 

Monday, February 9     
          8:30 am   LWR Quilting 

          6:30 pm   Fellowship mtg 

            
 

Tuesday, February 10  
          7:00 am   Men’s Coffee Fellowship 

          7:00 pm                        AA 

 

Wednesday, February 11 
       7-8:30 pm   Confirmation  

          7:00 pm   Choir practice 

 

Thursday, February 12 

Friday, February 13 
         Church office closed     Pastor’s day off  

         

Sunday, February 15 Transfiguration of Our Lord 
           8:45 am  Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

         10:00 am              Worship and Communion 

         11:00 am    Fellowship  

            

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulscrookstonmn


 

 

Our Response to God’s Love 
 

February 1st, 2026                 Attendance: 37  

 

Our gifts towards Budget: 

Sunday Envelopes                   $9,149.48 

Loose Offering                                                        $       5.86 

Over and Above Benevolence       $     10.00 

Gen. Treasury/No Benevolence     $     30.00 

Initial Offering        $     10.00 

 

    Other (non-budget) Receipts: 

Improvement Fund                                  $   140.00   

   

Needed weekly towards 2025 Budget:                   $4,959.61 

Total received towards Budget                     $9,205.34 

Total (non-budget) Receipts                              $   140.00 

Total Received                   $9,345.34 

 

The parsonage siding fund is $24,835.63. Thank you for your 

ongoing and generous support of the siding fund, and all your 

financial gifts each week! 

 

The most recent Treasurer’s Report was approved at the last 

Church Council meeting. You can review it in the bulletin or web 

bulletin from February 1st or contact Tammy in the office and she 

can provide a copy. 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 



 

 

 

LENT/HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVERS 

The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18th! 

The congregation is invited to participate in worship services 

during this important time of the year for Christians. Please visit 

the bulletin board to sign up for serving during Lent as well as 

Holy Week. Thank you very much for your time and dedication! 

 

LENTEN SUPPERS 

The Parish Fellowship Committee would appreciate it if you would 

consider serving one of the upcoming 6 Lenten suppers which will 

begin on Ash Wednesday, February 18th. We have 

relied on our church committees (Youth, CYF, 

Church Council, Choir Worship and Music, 

Quilters), as well as our church families, to help 

by pairing up to host a supper.  Please consider 

volunteering! The signup sheet is posted on the Kiosk in the 

Fellowship Hall!  Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU 

A big THANK YOU to our admin assistant, Tammy Frohlich, for 

her had work assembling our annual report, with assistance from 

Kathie Barnes, Kathy Normandin and Pastor Curt.  Let us also 

recognize Betty Arvidson for the incredible amount of work she 

does all year as Treasurer. 

 

St. Paul's WOMEN’S BOOK READ       

Our Book Read group will meet on February 15th, from 6:30 - 8:00 

pm. Our February book read is – The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray 

McBride, by Joe Siple. Dana Johnson will lead our discussion, and 

Ingrid Remick will host.  

 

MOVIE NIGHT AT THE CHURCH 

The Fellowship committee is hosting a movie event for everyone 

on February 22nd! Come and gather to watch “Soul on Fire” at 3:00 

pm in the Church Fellowship Hall. This incredible and inspiring 

story of John O’Leary, who at 9 years old suffered burns over 

100% of his body, highlights themes of triumph, faith, and 

community support. 

SPECIAL MESSAGES 



 

GIVING HEARTS DAY  

The Benedictine Living Community-Crookston 

will be taking part in Giving Hearts Day on 

Thursday, February 12, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If you’d like to make a monetary donation, drive 

through the heated garage at the south entrance and 

you will receive free donuts and a hot beverage. Funds will be used 

to install a modern, campus-wide video security system to replace 

outdated technology. Visit givingheartsday.org for more 

information and to give a gift.  
 
SAFE-HOME SURVEY  

The Crookston Fire Department is offering a Safe Home Survey, 

where they will come and check to see if your carbon monoxide 

and smoke detectors are in good order. Call 218-281-4584 to set up 

an appointment. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Please join us for the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 

TODAY immediately following our 10:00 AM worship service. 

This is an important time for our community to gather, reflect on 

the past year, and look forward to our future ministry. 

 

Our agenda includes: 

• Receiving the 2025 Annual Report  

• Reviewing and approving the 2026 Budget. 

• Voting on new Church Council members. Our nominees 

are John Vallager, Dan Halland, and Vicki Trudeau. Who 

Can Vote? All voting members are encouraged to attend. Per 

our constitution, voting members are confirmed members who 

have given an offering and received communion during the 

current or previous calendar year. 

COMING IN 2026 

Mark Your Calendars 

As we look ahead to the new year, we invite you to mark these 

important dates in your calendars: 

 

 

 



 

February 

 

• Sunday, February 8: Annual Meeting—receive the annual 

report and vote on new church council members. 

• Wednesday, February 18: Ash Wednesday 

Lenten Season Join us on Wednesdays in Lent for suppers and a 

transformative Lenten journey with our theme "Rebuilding: A 

Lenten Journey of Repentance and Renewal," as we explore 

powerful themes from Ezra and 

Nehemiah. 

 

Holy Week & Easter 

• Sunday, March 29: 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

• Thursday, April 2: 

Maundy Thursday 

• Friday, April 3: Good 

Friday 

• Sunday, April 5: Easter 

 

May 

 

• Sunday, May 3: Confirmation—celebrating our 9th grade 

confirmands. 

 

We look forward to worshiping, learning, and growing together 

in the year ahead! 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

Confirmation: Roots and Relationships Our students explored 

the history of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA), learning about the 1988 merger of three predecessor 

bodies. We discussed how our heritage—from the congregational 

style of the ALC to the hierarchical structure of the LCA—still 

shapes how we make decisions today. We also looked at how the 

ELCA works toward unity through "Full Communion" agreements 

and Social Statements that guide our mission in the world. 

 

 



 

Sunday School: A Miracle in Joppa This week, our younger 

learners heard the story of Peter and Tabitha. We learned how 

Tabitha (also known as Dorcas) was famous for her kindness and 

the beautiful clothes she made for others. When she fell ill and 

died, Peter prayed for her, and through Jesus' power, she was 

brought back to life! It was a powerful reminder of how God uses 

our hands to serve and how Jesus brings hope even in the saddest 

times. 

 

REFLECTION AND PRAYER 

 

Questions for Reflection 

What does it mean to have the mind of Christ, and how do I live 

with the mind of Christ in my daily activities? If I let my light 

shine, what will others see in me? Will others see Jesus? Will they 

give glory to God? 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 

God, open my eyes to see the world through your compassion. 

Open my mind 

to understand 

the world 

through your 

wisdom. Open 

my heart to 

receive the 

world through 

your love. 

Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Lord, if I have lived this day in the knowledge that perishes, 

correct my thoughts, rectify my judgments, and mend my foolish 

ways. Give me the mind of Christ that I may see the world 

rightly and discern the blessings you bestow. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lenten Bible Study: Rebuilding from the Rubble 

An Overview of Ezra & Nehemiah 

Wednesdays during Lent | Feb 18 – Mar 25 

Following the 6:30 PM Lenten Service 

 

What does it mean to come home after everything has changed? 

While we are focusing on a few select passages during our Lenten 

mid-week services, we invite you to stay for a deeper dive into 

the complete story of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

 

These two books are often neglected in the church, but they offer a 

gritty, honest look at a community attempting to reconstruct its 

life, its safety, and its faith after a period of intense trauma. In this 

six-session overview, we will explore: 

 

• The Bravery of the Unknown: What it takes to enter 

uncomfortable new spaces. 

• The Power of the Word: How a community shifts its 

foundation from a physical building to the living Word of 

God. 

• The Crisis of the "Other": Tough questions about 

identity, exclusion, and who truly "belongs". 

• Walls and Justice: Nehemiah’s dual mission to provide 

physical security while demanding economic justice for the 

poor. 

 

Whether these books are brand new to you or you are looking for a 

fresh perspective, come and discover how these ancient stories of 

"rebuilding" speak directly to our lives today. 

 

Weekly Session Themes: 

• Feb 18: Returning & Rebuilding (Ezra 1–3) 

• Feb 25: Resistance & Persistence (Ezra 4–6) 

• Mar 4: The Law & the Leader (Ezra 7–8) 

• Mar 11: The Crisis of the "Other" (Ezra 9–10) 

• Mar 18: Walls & Justice (Nehemiah 1–5) 

• Mar 25: Renewal & Reform (Nehemiah 6–13) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
“…before people, so they can see the good things you do and 

praise your Father who is in heaven.”—Matthew 5:16 

 

 

Kids (and grown-ups): Color this page and put it on your fridge or 

wall to remind you to let your light shine! Or bring it back next 

Sunday to share with Pastor Curt or your Sunday School teacher! 


